

Who is involved?

International Co-ordinator Training for Intercultural Education and Diversity (ICTPIED) is a multilateral partnership between the following organisations and institutions:

· UK: British Council, London (Co-ordinator)
UK: International Resource Centre for Schools and Colleges (University of Hull)

· AT: Die Berater (An education and training consultancy)

· DE: Staatliches Seminar für Didaktik und Lehrerbildung (Initial Teacher Training Institution)

· PT: Instituto Portugues da Juventude (A public body co-ordinating local youth services and activities as well as national projects)

· RO: Institutul Intercultural Timisoara (An organisation specialising in training in intercultural education, dialogue and democratic citizenship)
· UK: Spiral partnership (Curriculum development)

Project Rationale

The project has been funded by the European Commission for a number of reasons. Firstly a growing number of teachers are acting as ‘international co-ordinators’ (although this term is not used universally across Europe). The capacity for new technologies to widen the reach of international school partnerships to unfamiliar countries has meant that such partnerships have become quite diverse and teachers may find themselves working with colleagues from very unfamiliar countries and cultures. At the same time there is a growing need for schools to understand intercultural issues at school level as workers (and their children) become more mobile. Finally research data indicates that many school partnerships fail because of intercultural misunderstandings. 

What do we intend to do?

The project lifespan is from November 2010 to October 2012. The first step is to organise a Needs Analysis by establishing Focus Groups. These will mostly feed in their views through face to face meetings but also virtually through eTwinning and Connecting Classrooms online. We will use these groups not only to gather information and ideas on intercultural education but also to offer new curricula ideas around inclusion, intercultural dialogue and student voice. The project team then plans to bring these strands together to create a pilot training course for teachers plus online follow-up. All Focus Group members will be invited to participate. 
The project team is of course aware of the possibilities offered by useful materials and methodologies on intercultural education already developed by educators worldwide. We intend to compile an inventory of those materials that are well known to the project team and use these as a basis for the training curriculum.    
The project will be closely evaluated using an ongoing process and this will be monitored by an External Evaluator. The partnership will use their own networks to disseminate both processes and outcomes. In the longer term we intend our course to be regularly included in the Comenius catalogue. 
Vicky Gough (British Council) 
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